EVOLUTION OF AVIAN COOPERATIVE BREEDING: COMPARATIVE TESTS OF THE NEST PREDATION HYPOTHESIS.
Comparative analyses carried out on two different phylogenies of cooperatively and noncooperatively breeding Australian passerine birds (parvorder Corvida) were unable to detect a significant difference in nest predation rates after controlling for body mass and risk of predation due to location of the nest (nest safety). Nest predation rates, however, decrease as nest safety and body mass increase. We suggest that cooperative breeding does not bring about a current net change in rates of nest predation among Australian passerines. Species breeding cooperatively may have developed antipredator strategies that produce results similar to those adopted by noncooperatively breeding species. The function of cooperative breeding may lie outside of antipredator strategies.